PHRONEMA
Ethics and Malpractice Statement

Phronema is the official peer reviewed journal of St Andrew’s Greek Orthodox
Theological College, Sydney, published twice yearly in the Autumn and Spring of the
southern hemisphere. It presents articles and book reviews from Orthodox and non-
Orthodox on various theological topics.

The following ethics and malpractice statements of Phronema are based on COPE’s
Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors (https://publicationethics.org/).

Publications

The editor of the journal is responsible for deciding which of the articles submitted to
the journal will be published. The decision will be based on the paper's importance,
originality and clarity, and the manuscript's validity and its relevance to the journal's
scope. The editor will evaluate the manuscript without regard to the authors' race,
gender, religious belief, ethnicity, citizenship, or political philosophy.

The editor will be guided by the policies of the journal’s editorial board and constrained
by such legal requirements as shall then be in force regarding libel, copyright
infringement and plagiarism.

Confidentiality

The editor and any editorial staff must not disclose any information about a submitted
manuscript to anyone other than the corresponding author, reviewers, potential
reviewers, other editorial advisers, and the publisher, as appropriate.

Disclosure and conflicts of interest

Unpublished materials disclosed in a submitted paper will not be used by the editor or
the members of the editorial board for their own research purposes without the author's
explicit written consent. The editor will recuse themself from considering manuscripts
in which they have conflicts of interest resulting from competitive, collaborative, or
other relationships/connections with any of the authors, and will ask another member
of the editorial board to handle the manuscript.

All authors should disclose any financial or other substantive conflict of interest that
might influence their contribution. All sources of financial support for the project
should be disclosed.

Peer Review

Phronema provides for a double blind peer review in which in which both the identity
of the author and the referees is undisclosed. Reviewers will be selected by the editor
and will be based on the reviewer having the scholarly background of the major theme
of the manuscript. The referees are provided with an in-house proforma refereeing
guide which addresses, ‘content and suitability’, ‘style and methodology’ ‘citations and
references’, ‘title and presentation’.

Reviewers should strive to be objective in their assessments, but should advise the
editor of any substantial similarity or overlap between the manuscript being assessed
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and any other published paper of which they have personal knowledge. Reviewers’
comments should be clearly expressed and supported by data or arguments. Personal
criticism of the author(s) is not appropriate.

Originality and Plagiarism

Before accepted for publication, authors must sign a ‘Publication Permission —
Phronema’ document which among other things explicitly states that the “Article is an
original work and has not been published previously” and that the “Article is in no way
whatever a violation of any existing Copyright.”

Authors will submit only entirely original works and will appropriately cite or quote
the work and/or words of others. Papers that are found to have engaged in plagiarism
will be rejected.

Authors desiring to republish, post, or substantially alter an article or review, either in
print or in other forms of digital media, are to seek permission from the Editor. In
general re-publication is allowed provided the appropriate acknowledgement of
Phronema is noted.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in the journal are those of the individual authors and are not
necessarily those of either the Editor, or the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia,
or St Andrew’s Greek Orthodox Theological College.
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