For the word of the Lord is right, and all his works
are done in faithfulness. He loves mercy and judge-
ment; the earth is full of the Lord’s mercy.

Psalm 32:4-5 (LXX 33:4-5)

Why not devote yourselves to reading during the
time left you in your service to the Church? Why not
return to Christ, speak with Christ, listen to Christ?
It is he whom you speak to when you pray, it is he
whom you listen to when you read the Holy Scrip-
tures.

Saint Ambrose of Milan (ca.339-397), PL 16.50A
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Make the pure light of your divine knowledge shine
within our hearts, loving Master, and open the eyes
of our mind to understand the message of your
Gospel. Instil in us also the fear of your blessed
commandments, so that having trampled down all
desires of the flesh, we may pursue a spiritual way
of life, thinking and doing all those things that are
pleasing to you. For you are the illumination of our
souls and bodies, Christ our God, and to you we
offer glory, with your eternal Father and your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and
to the ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer of the Divine Liturgy,
prior to the reading of the Holy Gospel
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